
What to do in Ojiya City 
 
Take the Joetsu local line from Urasa station to Ojiya Station. (500yen, 27 
minutes) 
 
Balloon festival. Around Feb. 23 (that weekend) each year is the Balloon 
Festival. Shuttle buses depart from Ojiya Station during the festival. 
 
Nishigoi and Ramen. A favorite place to visit is the Nishigoi Village 
(Nishigoi no Sato)  – home to some of the world’s most beautiful and expensive (if not priceless, 
literally) Koi  - Japanese carp fish. It is a 2K walk, but worth the effort! You will cross the Shinano 
River, Japan’s longest river, and find yourself at a very interesting area. 

 
 
The Koi here are world famous, and bred to provide high quality Koi to Japanese embassies and 
restaurants around the world. They have good English sign boards and a video in English too. A bit extra 
entry fee and you can have food to feed the fish – which is a must. The inside pool has a black bottom so 
you can really enjoy the designs on the fish. The outside ponds too are quite relaxing. 
 
Across the parking lot from the “Nishigoi no Sato” is an interesting silk “museum” with an English 
video explaining about the local silk industry. Try your hand at weaving!  Small souvenirs are for sale as 
well. ON the 2nd floor of this building is a beautiful (though pricey) silk products and art shop. It is 
connected to a wonderful souvenir shop with local food and drink products. Outside this shop DON’T 
MISS the display of Firework bombs – Ojiya is one of the many spots in Niigata famous for its 
fireworks display. You will be amazed at how big the “bombs” are. 
 
When you are done, and hungry, and need a big bowl of amazing ramen, walk to Shouryu ramen!   
手打らーめん 勝龍 （しょうりゅう）   https://red.ap.teacup.com/shouryu/  This is certainly not 
halal, and not vegetarian*. But for those not looking for that, a bowl of meat-lovers ramen heaven 
awaits. This is not a clean and gorgeous restaurant. But 
you can watch them make each bowl with love and 
enthusiasm! For those with really big appetites, you can 
ask for “omori” at no extra charge. To see what to order, 
copy and past the Japanese above into Google and see the 
options. 
 
Located 1.5K from Ojiya station, and not far from the 
Nishigoi Village, this is a fun and tasty day trip. 
 
*Of course many other options for a meal are available nearby. 

Shouryu Ramen 

Koi Village 

https://tabelog.com/niigata/A1502/A150201/15000829/
https://red.ap.teacup.com/shouryu/

