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INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF JAPAN 

Graduate School of International Relations 

Academic Year: 2014/2015 

Term: Winter 

 

Course 

Course code 

ADC7030 

Course title 

Poverty Alleviation Policies 

Name of Instructor Hideaki Goto Credit Number: 2 

Instructor’s contact 

Information 

Office# 

328 

Office Hours 

Thu. 15:00-16:00 

E-mail: 

h-goto@iuj.ac.jp 

Class Schedule Thursday, 10:30-12:00 and 13:00-14:30 

 

 

Course Description:  

   More than half of the world’s population lives on less than $2 per day. Thus, eradication of extreme 

poverty and hunger is at the core of the development study. This course explores strategies that have 

been implemented for poverty reduction. 

   After brief introduction to how to measure poverty, we will take up major poverty alleviation 

strategies/policies and (i) theoretically analyze why those work (or do not work), (ii) examine how 

effective those policies have been in reducing poverty, and, where possible, (iii) suggest ways to 

improve them. 

   The course should prove useful to students who are interested in formulating and implementing 

poverty alleviation policies in their future careers. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

   Students who have taken this course should be able to figure out pros and cons of poverty reduction 

policies and, based on them, search for an appropriate policy in a unified way. 

 

Career Relevance: See “Course Description” above. 

 

Course Context or Rationalization:  

   Various poverty reduction policies are analyzed using the framework of microeconomics. 

Furthermore, empirical papers evaluating the effectiveness of those policies will be discussed. Thus, 

students can understand how the methods they have learned in the core courses are applied to analyze 

and solve real-world problems. 

 

Delivery Methods: (1) Lectures, and (2) term paper presentations. 
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Assessment: 

 Midterm Exam: 20% 

 Presentation and Discussion: 30% 

 Term Paper: 50% 

 

Prerequisite: Microeconomics and Econometrics. 

 

Textbook(s) Required: There is no required textbook for this course. 

References: 

 Banerjee, A., Roland, B., and D. Mookherjee (Eds.) (2006), Understanding 

Poverty, Oxford University Press. (Most chapters of this book will be covered in 

the course.) 

 Ray, D. (1998), Development Economics, Princeton University Press. (Excellent 

textbook. Worth purchasing if you are interested in development economics.) 

 

The following are three popular books published recently: 

 Deaton, A. (2013), The Great Escape, Princeton University Press. 

 Banerjee, A., and E. Duflo (2012), Poor Economics, PublicAffairs. 

 Karlan, D., and J. Appel (2012), More Than Good Intentions, Reprint edition, 

Plume. 

 

Class Outline 1. (Jan. 8) Overview 

2. (Jan. 8) Poverty and Its Measurement 

3. (Jan. 15) The Causes of Poverty (1) 

4. (Jan. 15) The Causes of Poverty (2) 

5. (Jan. 22) The Causes of Poverty (3) 

6. (Jan. 22) Agriculture and Development 

7. (Jan. 29) Fertility (1) 

8. (Jan. 29) Fertility (2) 

9. (Feb. 5) Midterm Exam 

10. (Feb. 5) TBA 

11. (Feb. 12) Transfer Programs and Safety Nets 

12. (Feb. 12) Education 

13. (Feb. 19) Child Labor 

14. (Feb. 19) Public Goods 

15. (Feb. 26) Diseases and Public Policy 

16. (Feb. 26) Microfinance and Microinsurance 

17. (Mar. 5) Presentations 

18. (Mar. 5) Presentations 

19. (Mar. 12) New Approaches to Poverty Alleviation 

20. (Mar. 12) Summary 
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Others (if any) - The course schedule is subject to change depending on the pace of the class and 

students’ interests. 

- Please make an appointment by e-mail if you need to meet me outside the office 

hours. (You do not need to do so to meet me during the office hours.) 

 


