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Course ID Number: ADC5111 
Course Title: Comparative Analysis of Public Policy 

 
 

No. of Credits: 2 
 
 

Graduate School of International Relations 
International University of Japan 

 
 

Term: Winter 2013 
 
 

Instructor: Yoshikuni Ono  
E-mail: onoy@iuj.ac.jp  

Office: 330 
Phone: 426  

 
 

Course Introduction 
 

This course introduces students to the basic framework and key concepts of 
policy research that provide foundations for understanding the political 
environment of public policy—how and why political actors reach particular 
policy decisions. We will focus on the incentives of political actors and the 
process of policy-making to identify patterns of behavior and outcomes. This 
class will also offer an opportunity to meet with a policy expert (such as a 
Japanese government official or think-tank researcher) to learn more about 
issues we do not cover in the course.  
There is no prerequisite for this course, but students are highly recommended to 
take courses on Comparative Politics and Microeconomics in advance as the 
course relies heavily on a foundation of economic principles and institutional 
analysis.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course introduces students to the basic framework and key concepts of  policy research that 
provide foundations for understanding the political environment of  public policy—how and why 
political actors reach particular policy decisions. We will focus on the incentives of  political actors and 
the process of  policy-making to identify patterns of  behavior and outcomes. This class will also 
offer an opportunity to meet with a policy expert (such as a Japanese government official or 
think-tank researcher) to learn more about issues we do not cover in the course.  
 
There is no prerequisite for this course, but students are highly recommended to take courses on 
Comparative Politics and Microeconomics in advance as the course relies heavily on a foundation 
of  economic principles and institutional analysis. 
 
COURSE ORGANIZATION 
This course is a three-hour session and we will meet once a week. The format of  this class will 
be a combination of  lecture and discussion seminar. I will begin each class with a lecture. The 
remainder of the session will involve discussion. Students are expected to come to class having 
completed the assigned readings for that class and be fully prepared to participate in discussion.  
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Attendance and participation (10%): Attendance, participation, and contribution to the 
discussions are an important part of  the course requirements. The number of  times you ask a 
question or make a comment is important but the quality of  your questions and comments is 
equally important. Excused absences require a doctor’s note or comparable documentation. 
 
Weekly discussion questions (20%): All students are required to prepare three questions about 
issues raised in the readings or topics that you think are relevant to discuss in the class (such as 
advantages and disadvantages of  approaches/methods introduced in the readings). Those 
discussion questions should be posted on the course website by 5:00pm the day before each 
class. You can pose a question expressing confusion about a point (e.g., “I don’t understand the 
point about X on p. YY…”) but two of  your questions each week must go beyond this type of  
simple question and be more thought provoking. 
 
In-class quizzes (10%): There will be two in-class quizzes based on material covered in the 
reading assignments and past lectures. Make-up quizzes will only be available in cases of  
absences that are designated as excused by University policy. 
 
Research memo (10%): All students are to conduct a case study of  public policy in a country 
(your choice). This research project requires students to utilize various documents and sources to 
identify the factors that led to a particular policy outcome and to further our understanding of  
the relationship between politics and policies (i.e., how politics shape public policies). Students 
will submit a short research memo (2-3 pages) that describes the issue of  public policy and political 
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actors involved in policy-making process on that policy issue. This research memo is due in class on the 
sixth week. You can choose any policy area, but your research topic must be approved in 
consultation with the instructor. 
 
Research presentation (10%): In the last week of  the semester, students must present their 
research to the class and receive feedback on their research projects. Each student will give a 
brief  PowerPoint presentation (about 10-15 minutes) and then answer questions from the 
instructor and other students. PowerPoint files will be due one day before the last week of  class. 
 
Research paper (40%): Students are required to write a research paper (no more than 20 
double-spaced pages) based on their research project, due one week after the last day of  the class. 
Late papers will be marked down a half  letter grade (e.g. from an “A” to an “A-”) for every day 
late, starting from the deadline. Although I am predominantly concerned with the content of  the 
papers, I will penalize papers with numerous spelling errors, incorrect grammar, confusing 
organization, etc. Plagiarism is unacceptable. Students should properly acknowledge and 
document all sources of  information. Should you turn in a plagiarized paper, the appropriate 
university procedures will be followed. Detailed expectations on this assignment will be 
announced later in the semester. 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
If  you have any special needs that require accommodation by the instructor, please contact me as 
soon as possible. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
Kenneth A. Shepsle, Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions (New York: W. W. 
Norton, 2010). 
 
This course also uses other textbook chapters and journal articles. They are available through the 
class website or at the IUJ library.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
The followings are the subject and readings for each session (readings with * are optional): 
 
Week 1: Introduction 
 

No readings 
 
Week 2: The Scientific Study of  Politics 
 

Kellstedt and Whitten, The Fundamentals of  Political Science Research (Cambridge UP, 2009), Ch. 1. 
King, et al., Designing Social Inquiry (Princeton University Press, 1994), Ch. 1. 
Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of  Political Science (Cornell University Press, 1997), Ch. 1. 

 
Week 3: Rational Choice and Institutions 
 

Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 1-2. 
Hall and Taylor, “Political Science and the Three New Institutionalisms,” Political Studies 44 
(1996), 936-957. 
Rothstein, “Political Institutions: An Overview,” in A New Handbook of  Political Science (Oxford 
University Press, 1995), 133-166. 
Weingast, “Political Institutions: Rational Choice Perspectives,” in A New Handbook of  Political 
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Science (Oxford University Press, 1995), 167-190. 
* Shepsle, “Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice Approach,” Journal 
of  Theoretical Politics 1 (1989): 131-147.  

 
Week 4: Problems with Group Decision Making I 

 
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 3-5. 
Tsebelis, Veto Players (Princeton University Press, 2002), Chs. 1-2. 

 
Week 5: Problems with Group Decision Making II 

 
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 8-10. 
Tsebelis, Nested Games (University of  California Press, 1990), Ch. 3. 

 
Week 6a: Strategic Behavior in Decision-making 

 
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 6-7. 

 
Week 6b: Research Topic Presentations (Research memo due) 
 
Week 7: Structure and Politics I 

 
Epstein and O’Halloran, Delegating Powers (Cambridge University Press, 1999), Chs. 1-2. 
Huber et al. “Legislatures and Statutory Control of  Bureaucracy,” American Journal of  Political 
Science 45 (2001), 330-345. 
Bawn, “Money and Majorities in the Federal Republic of  Germany: Evidence for a Veto 
Players Model of  Government Spending,” American Journal of  Political Science 43 (1999), 
707-736. 

 
Week 8: Structure and Politics II 
 

Song, “Japan’s Labor Market Reform after the Collapse of  the Bubble Economy,” Asian Survey 
50 (2010), 1011-1031. 
Cowhey, “The Politics of  Foreign Policy in Japan and the United States,” in Structure and Policy 
in Japan and the United States (Cambridge University Press, 1995). 
Christensen, “Electoral Reform in Japan: How It was Enacted and Changes it May Bring,” 
Asian Survey 34 (1994), 589-605. 
Amyx, et al. “The Politics of  Postal Savings Reform in Japan,” Asian Perspective 29 (2005), 
23-48. 

 
Week 9: Guest Speaker 
 

TBA 
 
Week 10: Student Presentations 


