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Course Introduction 
 
 

This class seeks to provide students with a thorough understanding of International law. The 
course will be taught by five Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials who are currently active in 
that field.  Instructors will be visiting Fridays and Saturdays to give four periods of class at a 
time. 
  



 
As of October 2011 (subject to change) 

International Law  
By Ministry of Foreign Affairs Officials 
Fall 2011 
 
Coordinator: Professor Tomohito Shinoda  
Office RI 304, (x478, tshinoda@iuj.ac.jp) 
 
About this course:  This class seeks to provide students with a thorough understanding of International law. The course will be 
taught by five Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials who are currently active in that field.  Instructors will be visiting Fridays and 
Saturdays to give four periods of class at a time. 
 
Organization: This course is a lecture-based class, but the instructors encourage students to participate in discussion in order to 
find out more details of the contents. 
 
Course Grade:  The course grade will be based on final exam or paper (50 %), presentation (30%) and class attendance (20%). 
 
Policies: The students are expected to read all the reading materials and attend all the classes. One week absence would result in the 
deduction of 4 points. Adjustments can be made for the following two cases: sickness and family emergency. If you miss 40 
percent of class without reasonable causes, you will fail to pass. 
 
Class dates: Week 1: October 14-15, Week 2: October 21-22, Week3: November 18-19, Week4: November 25-26,  

Week5: December 2-3 
 
 
Week 1  Nature and Sources of International Law 
 The Nature and Importance of International Law, the Sources of International Law 
  

By Yuriko KUGA, Deputy-director, International Legal Affairs Division, International Legal Affairs 
Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 
1. Objective 

The purpose of this Week 1 is to provide students with general background information on international 
law so that students will understand the basis for the lectures on particular areas in the following weeks.   
 

2. Contents 
Mainly the following three topics will be examined; 
- the scope and nature of international law 
- the sources of international law 
- State jurisdiction 
In going through these topics, emphasis will be put on, among others, a) evolving aspect and b) 
practical aspect of international law in order for the students to get a concrete image on how 
international law plays its role in accordance with the evolution of the international community. 

 
3. Reading material 

Lowe. V, International Law (2007) (especially chapter 1 to 5) 
(This book is also useful for the rest of the course.) 
 
 

Week 2   Economic Treaties 
  Trade agreements, other international agreements  
          International Economic Law（Focus on FTA and Asia Pacific Economic Architecture） 
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By Noriyuki SHIKATA, Deputy Cabinet Secretary for Public Relations, Prime Minister’s Office (Former 
Director, Economic Treaties Division, International Legal Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

 
1. Theme: Japan’s FTA Policy toward the Asia Pacific Region 
(1)What is the role of the FTA in the international trade regime? 
(2)Why are FTAs increasing and expanding across the globe? 
(3)Japan’s FTA Policy 
(4)East Asian Community and FTA 
(5)Asian Economic Architecture: ASEAN+3, +6, FTAAP, TPP 
(6)Challenges for Japan: Can Japan join TPP negotiation? 
(7)Agenda for the Future 

 
2. Reading Materials  
(1)ASEAN+3, +6  http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/asean/index.html 
(2)Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
http://web.me.com/jane_kelsey/Trans-Pacific_Partnership_FTA/Welcome.html 
http://www.mfat.govt.nz/Trade-and-Economic-Relations/2-Trade-Relationships-and-Agreements/Trans-Pa

cific/index.php 
http://www.ustr.gov/tpp 
http://www.apec.org/ 
(3)Japan’s FTA policy 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/index.html 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/apec/2010/index.html (as related to FTAAP) 
http://www.npu.go.jp/pdf/20101109/20101109_en.pdf 
http://www.npu.go.jp/en/policy/pdf/001.pdf 
3. Class Schedule 
(1)Session 1: Lecture on Japan’s FTA toward the Asia Pacific Region 
(2)Session 2: Preparation for the role plays 
(3)Session 3: Role Play in Japan (Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Minister of National Policy, METI 

Minister, Agriculture Minister, Finance Minister, Democratic Party of Japan, Liberal Democratic Party, Keidanren, JA 
Zenno, Economist, Journalist) 

(4)Session 4: Role Play of TPP negotiation among Singapore, NZ, Chile, Brunei, U.S., Australia, Peru, 
Vietnam, Japan and Korea 

 
Note: As for the role plays, please consider before the class which roles you wish to play. Please have in your mind three possible 
roles you are interested in playing under respective role plays. I will need to allocate roles to all the students so that everybody has a 
role to play.  
 
 
Week 3 Treaties in Political affairs 
 Security treaty and related agreements, other international agreements, Case studies 
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 Treaties in general and overview of security/political arrangements in the region 
 By Rokuichiro MICHII, Director, Treaties Division, International Legal Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 
 

1. Objective 
The primary objectives of this Week 2 are to study key concept and agendas concerning treaty law and how 
treaty law fits into domestic legal structure as well as to have better understanding on how such treaty laws 
function.  As a case study, security treaties and some other arrangements such as those in the areas of 
prevention of crime and terrorism will be examined. 

 
2. Contents 
As an introduction to treaty law, after a brief look at the types of documents to be used in the government to 
government relations and the hierarchical legal order of Japan, the current practice of treaty concluding 
procedures in Japan will be examined. The issues concerning domestic implementation of treaties and 
Security Council resolutions will also be studied.  

 
After this treaties in general part, firstly security treaty will be taken up as a case study.  As a material for 
specific study, Japan-US security treaty and its related arrangements will be examined.  This is followed by 
overview of other security arrangements in this region which includes bilateral security treaties, regional 
effort for confidence building and others.  

 
In the political area, treaties concerning prevention of crime and countering terrorism will be examined.  In 
relation to this, bilateral treaties such as MLAT will also be touched upon.  These treaties call for the need 
for building international legal network to address the issue as a regional/international effort. As for 
countering terrorism, the question of how to deal with non-state actors in the international law is raised.  

 
Through these case studies, the current state of affairs and challenges we face in the security/ political areas 
in this region will be overviewed. 

 
3. Reading Materials 
On the issue of Japan's treaty please take a look at the following website.  
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/index.html (International Law and Treaties) 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/n-america/us/security/index.html 
 
 

Week 4  Human rights and the Rule of Law 
Background and General Principles, the Rule of Law and Principles of Democratic Governance, and 
International Human Rights 

 
By Takahiko KATSUMATA, Director, Social Treaties Division, International Legal Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 
1. Objectives 

This course will focus on international human rights law (IHRL). Students are expected to deepen their 
understandings on IHRL through learning its development since 1945, certain common characteristics 
among different treaties of IHRL and mechanisms to ensure compliance with IHRL. Students are also 
requested to give short presentations to show problems and hurdles in implementing some IHRL 
treaties in their own countries. 

 
2. Contents 

    Session 1: International Human Rights Law in general 
- History of its development since 1945 
- Compliance mechanism 
- UN Human Rights Council 

 
   Session 2: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
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- History 
- Obligations under the Covenant 
- Roles of Human Rights Committee 
- Reservations 
- Interpretation of some clauses 

 
    Session 3: Individual Complaints 

- Characteristics of individual complaints system 
- Procedures 
- Some case studies 

 
    Session 4: Presentations by students 

- National implementation of some IHRL treaties and its problems and hurdles 
- National efforts to improve the implementation 

 
3. Reading materials 

For International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as its individual complaints system, 
some basic information may be obtained from the website of Human Rights Committee.  
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm 

 
For UN Human rights Council, please visit its website http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/ 

 
 
Week 5  Law of the Sea 
 United Nations Law of Sea Convention: The principle of the maritime order; status of its ratification and 

implementation by the State Parties, and organs established under the Convention. 
 
  

By Kikuko KATO, Director of Ocean Division, International Legal Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
 
1. Contents 

The objective of this week is to study key concepts of the law of the Sea, in particular UNCLOS that 
provides the basic framework to govern the international maritime order, and basic structure of 
UNCLOS Sea together with organs established under UNCLOS. We also study some cases dealing 
with key concepts under UNCLOS such as Exclusive Economic Zone(EEZ), Continental Shelf, 
Protection of Marine Environment, and Settlement of Disputes. The current issue related to the law of 
the Sea and the Arctic Ocean will also be taken up. 

 
2. Reading materials 

For an overall information on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
please visit 
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm  
This website provides introductory explanations on key items regarding UNCLOS, including  
· A historical perspective 
· Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea  
· Key provisions of the Convention  
· The United Nations and the Convention  
· The future 
 

For organs established under UNCLOS, such as the Commission on the Limits of Continental Shelf 
(CLCS), International Seabed Authority (ISBA) and International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea(ITLOS), the following website provides you with basic information on each organ:  
CLCS: http://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/clcs_home.htm 
ISBA: http://www.isa.org.jm/en/home 
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ITLOS: http://www.itlos.org/start2_en.html 
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