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Course Introduction 
 

This is a course on comparative politics—one of  the major disciplines in political science, along 
with international relations and political theory. The course is especially intended to provide an 
overview of  internal political structures and various political actors involved in policy-making 
processes. To examine similarities and differences across political systems, we will focus on the 
analysis of  domestic politics (we will conduct the analysis in a comparative manner).  
 
The class aims not only to acquaint students with the basic knowledge and terminology of  
political science, but also to give them tools to evaluate information and think critically about 
how politics works. Therefore, this is not a course simply to enhance students’ knowledge of  
foreign countries, their history and government institutions. If  you plan to take my course on 
public policy (‘Comparative Analysis of  Public Policy’) in the winter term, you are strongly 
encouraged to take this course in advance. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This is a course on comparative politics—one of  the major disciplines in political science, along 
with international relations and political theory. The course is especially intended to provide an 
overview of  internal political structures and various political actors involved in policy-making 
processes. To examine similarities and differences across political systems, we will focus on the 
analysis of  domestic politics (we will conduct the analysis in a comparative manner).  
 
The class aims not only to acquaint students with the basic knowledge and terminology of  
political science, but also to give them tools to evaluate information and think critically about 
how politics works. Therefore, this is not a course simply to enhance students’ knowledge of  
foreign countries, their history and government institutions. If  you plan to take my course on 
public policy (‘Comparative Analysis of  Public Policy’) in the winter term, you are strongly 
encouraged to take this course in advance. 
 
COURSE ORGANIZATION 
This is a 3-hour lecture class and we will meet once a week. The course is based on lectures, but 
students are expected to read all assigned readings before coming to each lecture and prepare to 
answer questions in class. Class attendance is required. Students are also expected to participate 
in discussions and group debates. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
There will be four in-class quizzes, a midterm examination, and a comprehensive final 
examination. Class participation includes attendance at classes and contributing to discussions. 
The number of  times you ask a question or make a comment is important but the quality of  
your questions and comments is equally important. In order to receive an excused absence or to 
take a make-up exam, such as health or family emergencies, religious observances, or official 
university activities, you need to show a doctor’s note or comparable documentation.  
 

Four quizzes:  20% 
Midterm examination: 30% 
Final examination: 40% 
Class participation: 10% 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
If  you have any special needs that require accommodation by the instructor, please contact me as 
soon as possible. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 

Daniele Caramani, ed., Comparative Politics (Oxford University Press, 2008). 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
The followings are the subject and readings for each session: 
 

Week 1-1: Introduction to Comparative Politics 
Caramani, introduction. 
 

Theories and Methods 
Week 1-2: Comparative Research Methods I 
Caramani, Ch. 3 (also skim Chs. 1-2). 
 
Week 2-1: Comparative Research Methods II 
Kellstedt & Whitten, The Fundamentals of  Political Science Research, Chs. 1-3 
 

The Historical Context 
Week 2-2: The Nation-State 
Caramani, Ch. 4. 
 
Week 3-1: Democracies 
Caramani, Ch. 5. 
 
Week 3-2: Authoritarian Regimes 
Caramani, Ch. 6. 
 

Structures and Institutions 
Week 4-1: Legislatures 
Caramani, Ch. 7. 
 
Week 4-2: Governments and Bureaucracies 
Caramani, Ch. 8. 
 
Week 5-1: Constitutions and Judicial Power 
Caramani, Ch. 9. 
 
Week 5-2: Elections and Referendums 
Caramani, Ch. 10. 
 
Week 6-1: Federal and Local Government Institutions 
Caramani, Ch. 11. 
 
Week 6-2: Review Session 
 
Week 7-1: Midterm Examination (in class) 
 

Actors and Processes 
Week 7-2: Political Parties 
Caramani, Ch. 12. 
 
Week 8-1: Party Systems 
Caramani, Ch. 13. 
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Week 8-2: Interest Groups 
Caramani, Ch. 14. 
 
Week 9-1: Regions and Social Movements 
Caramani, Chs. 15-16. 
 
Week 9-2: Political Culture and Political Participation 
Caramani, Chs. 17-18. 
 
Week 10-1: Political Communication 
Caramani, Ch. 19. 
 
Week 10-2: Review Session 

 
Final Examination (two hours) 
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