










This course provides PhD students with the necessary 
knowledge and quantitative analysis skills of the modern 
business cycle theory and the stabilizing monetary policy. Our 
analysis is based upon the dynamic stochastic general 
equilibrium (DSGE) framework. This framework, built on the 
micro-foundations, has been increasingly adopted to study 
business cycle fluctuations by not only academia but also 
policymakers (research institution). It is important to have 
both broad and deep understanding of this approach. 

We start by building the basic concept through a standard 
real business cycle (RBC) model. That is, how the 
productivity shocks generate persistent economic fluctuations 
by influencing firms and consumers’ decision-making. The 
quantitative effects will be examined through calibration. 
Next, we introduce the nominal rigidities and market frictions 
into the baseline model to illustrate the effect of monetary 
policy, and to explain how the economy can be corrected from 
inefficient to efficient fluctuations through the stabilizing 
monetary policy. We also demonstrate the level of welfare 
improvement achieved by various kinds of (realistic) 
monetary policy (the Taylor style rules). 

Lastly, we illustrate some recent developments in this filed: 
(1) the new open economy model (NOEM), by which 
researchers study the policy implications for those counties 
largely influenced by global economy. (2) the Bayesian 
estimation of the DSGE model, by which researchers examine 
the influences of various structure shocks and the role of 
markets frictions in a economy. 

DSGE

 

1 
 



RBC

  

1 NOEM

2 DSGE

Limited dependent and qualitative model

This course provides an introduction to research and theories 
in public management and develops managerial perspectives, 
knowledge, skills, and professional standards for future public 
managers. Specifically this course addresses distinctive 
features of the public sector, administrative environments, 
organizational structure and process (bureaucracy), 
communications, conflict management, public service 
motivation, managerial leadership, administrative reform and 
reinvention, and performance management.

This course aims to introduce students the development of 
the policy sciences, focusing on theoretical efforts over the 
last five decades. Over the period, the field of policy sciences 
has expanded to cover policy process theories, policy analysis, 
and policy evaluation, each of which has engaged practical 
issues of the time. Reading and discussing key theoretical 
pieces, the students will be able to appreciate the policy 
sciences as a concrete field of study with substantial 
achievements in explicating the complexity of the policy 
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development and changes. At the same time, the students will 
critically embrace the intellectual challenges the field has been 
faced with. Most of all, the students will develop a balanced 
understanding of how the policy sciences as a field of study 
has contributed to the betterment of democratic governance.

This policy analysis course introduces the cost benefit 
analysis (CBA) concept and then explores mathematical and 
statistical methods such as linear programming (LP), decision 
analysis, Markov model, queueing theory, and systems 
thinking.

This course helps doctoral students improve their abilities 
to identify and analyze policy problems correctly; formulate 
policy problems properly; and interpret results professionally. 
Specifically, students will be able to (1) understand basics of 
policy analysis and cost benefit analysis (CBA), (2) 
understand ideas and natures of policy modeling, (3) express 
their ideas (mental models) using causal diagrams, (4) 
understand key concepts and techniques of individual 
modeling methods, (5) formulate policy problems properly 
given their specific situations, (6) solve policy problems using 
computer software packages like Excel and Stata, and (7) 
interpret and present the results correctly and professionally in 
order to successfully communicate with audience (senior 
managers and citizens) who do not know modeling and 
mathematics sufficiently. 

CBA
LP
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As we live in a globalizing and increasingly interdependent 
world, understanding of the roles and behavior of markets, 
states and institutions, and civil society is vitally important. It 
is believed that International Political Economy (IPE) 
provides a solid foundation for those who are attempting to 
comprehend the above mentioned roles and behavior, and key 
regional and global issues that will affect everyday life of 
individuals. The IPE is an interdisciplinary academic field 
within international relations which draws inputs from 
international politics, international economics, cultural 
studies, and history. From a theoretical standpoint, IPE 
examines the interactions and tensions within four structures: 
(a) Production and Trade, (b) Finance and Monetary, (c) 
Knowledge and Technology, and (d) Security. These structures 
or frameworks are the underlying foundation of the IPE.  

This course aims to familiarize students with the theories and 
dynamic linkages among markets, states and institutions, and 
civil society in the regional and global context. The course 
covers major theories, concepts and issues of IPE including, 
international institutions, international trade, international 
finance, international development, and consequences and 
controversies of globalization.

(a) (b) (c) (d)
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14 LIN CHING YANG
This course is designed for PhD. Students planning to 

conduct research in the field of macroeconomics. 
To this end, the course provides the required knowledge and 

technique for the beginning stage of conducing academic 
research. These include the literature review, data collecting 
and the knowledge of computational language and application 
software. In addition, individual meetings with each student to 
understand their research direction and interest are also 
necessary. Group discussions will also be held. Several 
assignments will also be given. These assignments are 
designed to help student formulate their research idea and 
practice the knowledge they learn in the class.
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17 KUO CHUN-HUNG
This course is designed to prepare students for writing Ph.D 

thesis in the fields of macroeconomics, monetary economics, 
using time series and macro-econometric methods. 

The main goal of this course is to help students form their 
own research topics. To achieve this goal, the instructor will 
first assign several academic papers in the class. Each student 
is required to discuss those papers with other students and the 
instructor. After reviewing the literature, students start to 
choose their own research topics. The instructor will discuss 
with students about the potentials of the proposed research 
topics. Each student has to form three research topics, since a 
Ph.D. dissertation is composed of three essays. For each topic, 
students write a solid and well-explained research proposal or 
plan. After writing proposals, students start to collect the 
needed dataset for their research.

18

20
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3 RAJASEKERA JAY RANJITH
This course is designed to prepare for a Ph.D. dissertation in 

the field of Public Management with a special emphasis on 
IT/ICT Management.

In the Advanced Seminar I, students will learn necessary 
research methodology in IT/ICT Management, how to do 
secondary and primary research, for theoretical and empirical 
analysis for their Ph.D. dissertation. While thoroughly 
learning the methodology, several research topics will be 
specified with the careful consideration of real world 
management issues related to IT/ICT Management and 
previous literature. Students are then required to write a solid 
research proposal and plan related to the specified research 
topics. A Ph.D. dissertation is typically composed of three 
research essays. Finally, careful literature reviews and 
secondary/primary research will be conducted following the 
research plan. 

/
(IT/ITC )

IT/ITC

IT/ITC

9 KIM JUNG BU
This course aims to prepare Ph.D. students for writing a 

dissertation in the field of public policy. 
First, one or more research questions will be specified based 

on both an in-depth understanding of specific policy 
phenomenon and a focused review of the relevant literature. 
Second, research to address such specified questions will be 
designed, which includes key problems, questions, data, 
methods, and preliminary literature survey. Finally, the 
research design will be executed as for data collection, 
literature review and further detailing on methods.
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10  PARK HUN MYOUNG
This course is to help doctoral students identify relevant 

management and/or policy problem in the public sector and 
then describe it with a focus on students’ research question; 
survey existing literature on the management and policy 
problem; investigate potential theories and/or methods to be 
employed for the research; refine research question(s) by 
considering the problem, literature, and theory/method 
together; and determine scope of the research.

19

5 

6 COORAY NAWALAGE SENEVIRATNE
Advanced Seminars are generally designed to provide 

doctoral candidates who are enrolled in International Relations 
cluster or program with rigorous and broad training to acquire 
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necessary knowledge and skills in International Political 
Economy (IPE). IPE covers the political perspectives of 
international development, trade, technology and security.

During or at the end of Advanced Seminars, students will be 
able to strengthen their ability or capacity: (1) to identify 
critical problems and issues relating to the subject of proposed 
study which may be associated with socio-economic 
development of their own country; (2) to analyse the identified 
problems or issues systematically in appropriate theoretical 
frameworks with sufficient empirical evidence; (3) to evaluate 
and design alternative solution or policies under various 
political, social-economic and cultural conditions; and (4) to 
propose appropriate and effective policies to overcome the 
identified problems or issues. 

The specific learning objectives of the Advanced Seminar I 
are: (1) to identify research questions (topic) to write a thesis 
of acceptable quality; (2) to acquire the knowledge and skills 
to analyze various research questions; (3) to provide 
conducive academic environment in which students can learn 
from the supervisor and from other students, if any, in the 
same advanced seminar; and (4) to help finalize the thesis 
topic and identify proper literature.

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

8 MAUNG AUNG MYOE
This course is designed to prepare for a PhD thesis in the 

field of International Relations by using IR theories and 
conceptual frameworks.

First, in order to specify and finalize the thesis topic, 
several possible research topics will be explored through the 
careful consideration of supervision availability and existing 
literature. Second, students are required to write a solid 
research proposal and plan related to the specified research 
topic. At this stage, the candidate must defend his/her topic in 
order for him/her to pursue the topic. Finally, careful literature 
reviews and data collection will be conducted following the 
research plan. If field work is necessary, he/she will be 
required to do so.
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14 LIN CHING YANG
This course is designed for PhD students in the field of 

macroeconomics.  
To this end, trainings on the academic writing and advanced 

analysis skills are needed: Firstly, students need to read and 
discuss several the selected academic papers. By doing so 
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students could have more clear idea on the style of academic 
writing. Secondly, lectures on the advanced topics on 
numerical methods and computational software will be 
provided. Last, students need to present their research in the 
group meetings. This help student understand the way to 
communicate with other scholars in the international 
conference.

17 KUO CHUN-HUNG
This course is designed to prepare students for writing Ph.D 

thesis in the fields of macroeconomics, monetary economics, 
using time series and macro-econometric methods.

Students start to conduct their own research based on the 
written proposals in Advanced Seminar I. In this course, 
students are required to thoroughly investigate the related 
economic theories and the econometric methods. After that, 
students need to justify the validity of economic theories and 
econometric methods that they utilize in their research. 
Besides, writing essays plays an important role in completing 
this course, and students are required to present their research 
results regularly. To pass this course, students are expected to 
have some well-written drafts for their own research. Students 
are also encouraged to send their research results to certain 
academic journals for publication.
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3 RAJASEKERA JAY RANJITH
This course is designed to prepare for a Ph.D. dissertation in 

the field of Public Management with a special emphasis on 
IT/ICT Management.

Based on what students achieve in advanced seminar I, the 
advanced seminar II will guide students to do their 
independent primary research for collecting data and writing 
research papers. Students are required to write several 
chapters or independent research papers for a PhD 
dissertation. Then, students are guided to polish their research 
papers and present them to academic conferences to submit 
them to appropriate academic journals.  

/
(IT/ITC )

9 KIM JUNG BU
The course is designed to guide students through analytical 

processes of Ph.D. dissertation writing in the field of public 
policy.

Based on the research design, literature review and collected 
data, students are to 1) specify analytical methods and 
strategies, 2) conduct empirical analysis, and 3) write up a 
preliminary report, addressing the key research questions. To 
the end of the course, the student is expected to submit a 
shorter version of the preliminary analytic findings to a 
relevant journal for publication. 
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10  PARK HUN MYOUNG
This course is to help students conduct field research relevant 

to management and/or policy problems in the public sector 
and write an academic paper to be submitted to a referred 
journal. Students are asked to plan field research on the basis
of their research proposal. Then students analyze data using 
the theory and method determined. Finally, students are asked 
to draft an academic paper for a referred journal.   

19

II

5 

6 COORAY NAWALAGE SENEVIRATNE
Advanced Seminars are generally designed to provide 

doctoral candidates who are enrolled in International Relations 
cluster or program with rigorous and broad training to acquire 
necessary knowledge and skills in International Political 
Economy (IPE). IPE covers the political perspectives of 
international development, trade, technology and security.
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In Advanced Seminar II, students are supposed to continue 
their rigorous search activities leading to one or two journal 
articles relating to the topic identified during Advanced 
Seminar I. During this seminar students are further exposed to 
advanced research and research methods.

1 2

8 MAUNG AUNG MYOE
This course is designed to prepare for a PhD thesis in the 

field of International Relations by using IR theories and 
conceptual frameworks.

This course is designed for the PhD candidate to write 
several chapters of his/her thesis in the field of International 
Relations. The candidate will start to conduct a research, 
following the research plan written in the previous year. To do 
so, firstly, the candidate develops a theoretical or conceptual 
framework for the proposed research topic. Next, he/she will 
conduct empirical analysis and interpretation of date within 
the context of the theoretical/analytical framework. The PhD 
candidate is expected to complete one or two 
chapter(s)/paper(s) and submit at least one paper to an 
appropriate refereed journal.
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14 LIN CHING YANG
This course is designed for PhD. Students planning to 

conduct research in the field of macroeconomics. 
At this stage, students are required to finish another two 

academic papers based on the research proposals developed in 
the first and second year. Besides, students need to understand 
the research future trend in their field to prepare for the plan 
for their career. To this end, advanced topics of 
macroeconomics and selected paper will be read and discuss 
together in the class. Moreover, there will be more individual 
sections with each student to discuss about the development 
and revisions on their PhD dissertation.

17 KUO CHUN-HUNG
This course is designed to prepare students for writing Ph.D 

thesis in the fields of macroeconomics, monetary economics, 
using time series and macro-econometric methods. 

The main task of this course is to help student sharpen their 
dissertation to a professional level. Similar to Advanced 
Seminar II, students need to justify the validity of economic 
theories and econometric methods for their research topics. 
More importantly, by writing the required papers, students 
need to demonstrate that they are indeed experts in their 
research topics. Besides, students have to present their 
progress regularly in this course. In the end of this course, 
students are expected to complete the three required essays.
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3 RAJASEKERA JAY RANJITH
This course is designed to prepare for a Ph.D. dissertation in 

the field of Public Management with a special emphasis on 
IT/ICT Management.

In the Advanced Seminar III, students continue to conduct a 
research from the theoretical and empirical perspectives, 
following the research plan. To do so, students identify 
analytical models capturing the research topic and derive 
several management implications from the theoretical 
perspective. It is expected that three academic papers will be 
completed and at least one paper will be accepted for 
publication to an appropriate refereed journal.

/
(IT/ITC )

9 KIM JUNG BU
This course is designed to guide the student to complete 
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Ph.D. dissertation in the field of public policy. Essentially, the 
student is expected to complete his or her data analysis and 
interpret the results in close reference to the original research 
questions and the literature review. He or she is also expected 
to carefully assess the implications of the analytical findings 
for the literature as well as for the practitioners and 
policy-makers. While detailing on these, the student is also 
expected to have at least one manuscript accepted by a 
relevant refereed journal.

10  PARK HUN MYOUNG
This course is to help students finalize an academic paper 

relevant to management and/or policy problems in the public 
sector and then complete their dissertation. Students are 
expected to finish a paper in accordance with professional 
standards in academia and then submit it to a referred journal. 
Next students expand this experience to write their 
dissertation. Students are asked to check their research 
question, scope, theory and method, data, data analysis, and 
interpretation of the result in order for them to make sure 
logical and systematic structure of their dissertation.

19

5 

20 
 



6 COORAY NAWALAGE SENEVIRATNE
Advanced Seminars are generally designed to provide 

doctoral candidates who are enrolled in International Relations 
cluster or program with rigorous and broad training to acquire 
necessary knowledge and skills in International Political 
Economy (IPE). IPE covers the political perspectives of 
international development, trade, technology and security. 

Having completed Advanced Seminar I and II, in this 
Advanced Seminar III an attempt is made to guide students to 
complete their dissertation By now they are supposed to have 
published or about to complete at least 2-3 articles. Students 
were guided to write these papers assuming they would be 
able to put those pieces together and finalize the thesis.

8 MAUNG AUNG MYOE
This course is designed to prepare for a PhD thesis in the 

field of International Relations by using IR theories and 
conceptual frameworks.

Similar to Advanced Seminar II, the candidate continue to 
conduct a research from the theoretical and empirical 
perspectives, following the research plan. The candidate will 
continue to engage in research activities. It is expected that all
chapters of the thesis will be completed and at least one paper 
will be accepted for publication in an appropriate refereed 
journal.
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