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Course Description: This class seeks to provide students with a thorough understanding of contemporary 

Japanese foreign relations. It will first cover the basic history of Japanese diplomacy from the Opium War to 

WWII, and the Occupation era in the immediate postwar period.  Then, it will turn the decision making process 

of the current Japanese policy. And it will cover the most important regions for Japan’s foreign policy such as the 

U.S., China, Korea, Russia, and Southeast Asia. Finally, it will also look into Japan’s multilateral diplomacy and 

Official Development Aid. 

Learning Objectives: Its objective is to familiarize students with the basic outline of the history of Japan’s 

foreign relations, and to give students an understanding of the background of the major foreign challenges that 

Japan faces today. 

Career Relevance: This class would be highly recommended for students who would plan to work for Japan-

related positions or in the international environments in their future career. This would provide a deeper 

understanding on the background what is going on in the current political scene, but also the social-historic 

aspects of political issues. 

Course Context or Rationalization: This class is designed to provide comprehensive analysis for the history 

of Japan’s foreign policy within the international order in East Asia as well as its relations with neighboring 

states. As Japan has been a major actor in the scene since the 19th century, it is important to understand the 

background in order to fully understand the international political situation in the region. 

Delivery Methods: This course is lecture-based class, but the instructor encourages students to participate 

discussion in order to find out more details of the contents. 

Assessment: The course grade will be based on final exam (60%), two short (3 pages) essays (20%), and class 

attendance and participation in classroom discussions (20%) will account for the remainder of the course grade. 

In order to pass the class, you need to get at least 60 out of 100 points. 

Prerequisite: N/A 

 

Textbook(s) Required: Edwin O. Reischauer, Japan: The Story of a Nation, revised ed., (Tokyo: Charles 

E. Tuttle Company,1976); Kenneth Pyle, Japan Rising (New York: Public Affairs, 



2007); and Michael Green, Japan’s Reluctant Realism, (Palgrave, 2001). 

Reference books/Journal Articles: TBA 

 

Class Outline 1.Japanese Foreign Policy in the pre-Modern era 

2. Japanese Foreign Policy in the pre-Modern era 

3. Meiji Government and Modern Japanese Foreign Policy 

4. Meiji Government and Modern Japanese Foreign Policy 

5. Japan’s Imperialism 

6. Japan’s Imperialism 

7. Japan in WWII and Occupation 

8. Japan in WWII and Occupation 

9. Cold-War and Japan 

10. Cold-War and Japan 

11. Japanese Foreign Policy in the 1970s-80s 

12. Japanese Foreign Policy in the 1970s-80s 

13. Japan in Post-Cold War 

14. Japan in Post-Cold War 

15. Japan under Koizumi and Afterwards 

16. Japan under Koizumi and Afterwards 

17.Japan and the Rise of China 

18. Japan and the Rise of China  

19. Japan and Territorial Issues 

20. Japan and Territorial Issues 

 

Others (if any)  

 

 


