
LGC4011 Academic English 1, Fall 2014 
Tentative Syllabus 

 
This is a basic level course on academic writing skills. The short pieces of academic writing 
that students produce in this course represent the basic building blocks for the composition of 
longer pieces of academic writing such as the term paper and the thesis. The course has a 
balanced focus on organization and logical development and on sentence structure, grammar, 
and vocabulary.  
 
Students will: 
• write a short essay on a general topic; 
• summarize and comment on data in charts and tables; 
• summarize a published article;  
• become familiar with documenting common types of sources; 
• further develop their grasp of sentence structure; 
• develop some key academic vocabulary knowledge. 
 
Enrollment Policies 
This course is intended and designed for first-year students who are NOT exempted from the 
requirement to take English courses.  Class size limits mean that the English Language 
Program pays close attention to student enrollment numbers.  It is likely that this year nearly 
all the students who enroll in this course will be students who are NOT exempted from the 
requirement to take English courses.  As a result, it is likely that there will be only a few 
vacancies for voluntary students.  Students who wish to enroll voluntarily should send before 
October 6 an e-mail to the course coordinator, Prof. Smith, at smith@iuj.ac.jp.  Vacancies for 
voluntary enrollees will be announced by e-mail during the period, October 6-8. 
 
Classes and individual tutorials: 
There will be three 90-minute classroom periods each week. In addition, there will be 
opportunities for individual tutorial sessions during the term.  
  
Components 

The course consists of two related components: 
1. Skills for academic English writing and vocabulary (two periods a week) 
2. Grammatical accuracy (one period a week) 

 
In the first component, students will learn how to: 

 select material for written composition; 
 organize and sequence the material in coherent paragraphs; 
 connect sentences and paragraphs in a logically coherent manner;  
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 avoid plagiarism;  
 and use accurate and precise vocabulary.  

  
Models and examples of well-organized and well-developed writing will be discussed in the 
classes. Students will also become familiar with how some common sources such as books, 
journal articles, and Internet sources are documented. 
 
In the second component, selected grammatical features that pose difficulties for students in 
academic writing will be introduced. Students will develop their understanding and skills 
through a series of grammar exercises. They will also develop self-editing skills through 
grammatical error correction exercises that utilize texts which have been composed by 
intermediate level academic English writers. 
 

Tentative Graded assignments & schedule 

 
 Assignments/ Requirements Scores Weeks 
1. Take-home writing assignments (three short papers) 60% 3, 6, 8 
2.  In-class vocabulary quizzes 10% 5, 9 

3. In-class grammar quizzes 

(including mid-term and final tests) 
20% 

5 (mid-term) 
9 (final) 

4. Homework, attendance  preparedness & 
participation in classes & tutorials 

10% Always… 

 
 
Required Texts  
(1) Writing Academic English (4th edition), Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue. Pearson Education, 

2006.  
(2) The Essentials of English: A Writer’s Handbook, Ann Hogue. Pearson Education, 2003. 
(3) Building Academic Vocabulary, Lawrence Zwier. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of 

Michigan Press. 2002. 
 
Class size limit in ELP courses during the regular terms: Program statement 
The ELP maintains a class size of around 15 for its regular term English language courses. 
The development of language skills, particularly the development of academic language skills, 
involves training and practice as well as knowledge transfer. The training and practice require 
opportunities for individual students to participate and interact in the classroom and receive a 
substantial amount of customized feedback. Individual tutorial sessions with the instructors 
provide opportunities for the discussion and revision of academic writing assignments. By 



maintaining a class size of around 15, the English language courses provide effective 
opportunities to students for individual training, practice, and revision. 
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