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Class Schedule  

Day / Time 

Thursday, 9 April. Session I: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Monday, 13 April. Session II: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Monday, 27 April. Session III: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Thursday, 30 April. Session III: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Saturday, 2 May. Session IV: To be determined upon consultation with 

registered students 

Saturday, 9 May. No class. Take-home mid-term exam answers due 

Monday, 25 May. Session V: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Thursday, 28 May. Session VI: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Monday, 1 June. Session VII: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Thursday, 4 June. Session VIII: 18:00-19:30/19:40-21:10 

Thursday, 11 June. No class: Take-home final exam answers due 
 
 
Course Description: 
This is an introductory course on public international law. It aims to equip post-graduate students of 
international relations with the law’s essential knowledge. Participants examine the possibilities and 
limitations of public international law as an instrument through which the world community seeks to 
regulate its activities. Our focus will always be on the broader context within which the law operates, 
rather than the details of its technicalities. 
This course begins with a reflection on the role that law plays in society in general. Is law distinct 
and, if so, in what way is it distinct, from public morals, social conventions, and other bodies of rules 
that shape our behaviour? Can the same be said of public international law? 
Participants then consider the modes of norm-creation in international law, and the status of various 
actors – e.g., states, inter-governmental and non-governmental organisations, insurgents, 



corporations and individuals – to whom the law addresses itself. 
The way in which norms are created and applied to the relevant actors in practice forms the subject 
of detailed examination. The two issue areas of substantive import selected for this purpose are: 

• Recourse to force (also known as jus ad bellum);  
• International humanitarian law (also known as jus in bello); and 
• International criminal law. 

International law stipulates consequences to which non-compliance with its rules gives rise. There 
are also various rules and mechanisms for resolving allegations of non-compliance. Participants 
acquaint themselves with these arrangements, and assess their strengths and weaknesses. 
The course concludes with an analysis of the various institutions tasked with the administration of 
international justice. 
Learning Objectives: 
This course endeavours to help each participant accomplish, inter alia, the following learning 
objectives: 

1. Develop skills in critical, logical and structured reasoning generally, and within the context of 
public international law in particular; 

2. Understand social phenomena and their regulation from a legal perspective; 
3. Appreciate the interplay between legal rules and underlying social values; and 
4. Become familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of law generally, and public 

international law in particular, as an instrument of social organisation and control. 
Career Relevance:  
Designed for lawyers and non-lawyers alike, this course will engage participants in a critical 
reflection upon international law’s relevance in our contemporary life. Those considering careers in 
politics, diplomacy, international civil service, peace and security, and human rights would develop 
an understanding of the normative frameworks within which they would operate. 
Course Context or Rationalization: 
Law plays an indispensable, if not necessarily central, role in society. Not only does law curb the 
harmful behaviour of its addressees; it also promotes and facilitates interactions between them. In 
addition, law provides for the promotion and protection of basic social values. Indeed, any socially 
responsible conduct involves a degree of familiarity with the law applicable to it. 
The same is increasingly true in today’s international society. Modern international law concerns 
itself with a broad spectrum of matters between, across, and even within, states. For both scholars 
and practitioners of international affairs, general proficiency in international law is now a 
prerequisite. 
This course is suitable for all IUJ students. No prior legal training is required. 
Delivery Methods: 
This course is instructed through lectures, discussions, assigned readings, and case studies. 
Assessment: 
Each participant will be assessed on the basis of his or her regular attendance and active 
participation (40%), one mid-term examination (30%), and one final examination (30%). 

a. Regular attendance and active participation (40%). Each participant will be expected to 
demonstrate his or her preparation and understanding of the course material by contributing 



effectively to in-class discussions. For every session, each participant will earn a maximum 
of 5 points (effective contribution to discussion) and a minimum of 0 point (absent without 
leave). 

b. Mid-term examination (30%). The mid-term examination will consist of one take-home paper 
in which each participant chooses and answers three from a total of four questions prepared 
by the instructor. Each question will correspond to one topic covered up to the fourth 
session in the course. The instructor will distribute the questions at the end of the fourth 
session. All answers will be due in one week thereafter. Each participant will earn a 
maximum of 10 points per answer. 

c. Final examination (30%). Each student will take one take-home final examination. The 
format used for the mid-term examination will apply mutatis mutandis to the final 
examination. The choice for each participant will be four out of the four questions drawn 
from the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth sessions, respectively, and evaluation will be based 
on his or her three best answers. The instructor will distribute the questions at the end of the 
final session; the answers will be due in one week thereafter. 

Prerequisite: 
 
Textbook(s) Required: 

Antonio Cassese, International Law, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press, 2005, 
ISBN 978-0199259397. [Marked below as Cassese (PIL).] 
Antonio Cassese et al. (rev.), Cassese’s International Criminal Law, 3rd edition, 
Oxford University Press, 2013, ISBN 978-0199694921. [Marked below as 
Cassese (ICL).] 
Malcolm D. Evans (ed.), International Law Documents, 11th edition, Oxford 
University Press, 2013, ISBN 978-0199678617. 
Robert Kolb and Richard Hyde, An Introduction to the International Law of 
Armed Conflicts, Oxford University Press, 2008, ISBN 978-1841137995. 
Adam Roberts and Richard Guelff (eds.), Documents on the Laws of War, 3rd 
edition, Oxford University Press, 2000, ISBN 978-0198763901. 
Shirley V. Scott, International Law in World Politics: An Introduction, 2nd edition, 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2010, ISBN 978-1588267450. 
 
Reference Books/Journal Articles: 
Hans Blix, “Means and Methods of Combat,” in Henry Dunant Institute and 
UNESCO (eds.), International Dimensions of Humanitarian Law, Martinus Nijhoff 
Publishers, 1988, ISBN 978-9231023712, p. 135 et seq. 
James Crawford, The International Law Commission’s Articles on State 
Responsibility: Introduction, Text and Commentaries, Cambridge University 
Press, 2002, ISBN 978-0521013895. 
Knut Dörmann, “The Legal Situation of ‘Unlawful/Unprivileged Combatants’,” 849 
International Review of the Red Cross (2003), p. 45 et seq. 
Supreme Court of the United States, 548 U.S. Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Petitioner 



v. Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defence, et al. (2006). 
Class Outline Introduction 

 
1. Law and Society 
In this introductory session, participants debate the relationship between law and 
society in general. They then consider the extent to which an analogy might or 
might not be drawn between international law and international society. This 
exercise reveals the kind of assumptions we make about the world community, 
and what expectations one can reasonably have of legally regulating its activities 
and safeguarding its values. 
Required readings: Cassese (PIL), chap. 1; Scot, chaps. 1, 5, 7. 
 
2. Norm-Creation and Subjects 
International law lacks a central legislative authority. Instead, its rules are 
created, modified and extinguished through a set of techniques known as 
sources, e.g., treaties, custom, general principles of law, judicial decisions, and 
teachings of highly qualified publicists, as well as several other more 
controversial sources of international law. This session will also study the 
right-holders and duty-bearers of international law, including intergovernmental 
organisations, national liberation movements, and even individuals. 
Required readings: Cassese (PIL), chaps. 8-9, 11; Scott, chaps. 2-4. Documents 
to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 8-9, 30-39, 127-144, 186-200. 
 
 
Selected Substantive Issues 
 
3. Recourse to Force (jus ad bellum) 
Maintaining international peace and security remains one of the most important 
goals of modern international law. This is also an area where the law’s efficacy is 
perhaps most severely tested. We will review the historical backgrounds to the 
United Nations Charter that affirms both the prohibition on threat or use of force 
(Article 2(4)), and the inherent right of individual and collective self-defence 
(Article 51). The so-called “peace enforcement” measures authorised by the UN 
Security Council will also feature prominently in our discussion. 
Required readings: Cassese (PIL), chaps. 17-18; Scott, chap. 6. Documents to 
consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 9-27, 170-175. 
 
4. International Humanitarian Law (jus in bello) I: Conduct of Hostilities 
By creating various categories of persons and assigning distinct sets of rights, 
obligations, immunities and liabilities to them, international humanitarian law 
seeks to control the conduct of hostilities and restrict their harmful consequences 
to opposing groups of visibly eligible individuals. In this session, we will examine 



status, such as combatants, civilians, and medical and religious personnel; legal 
principles, such as distinction (also known as discrimination), proportionlity, and 
percaution, that govern attacks; and analogous regimes applicable to objects, 
such as military objectives, civilian objects, and cultural property. 
Required readings: Kolb and Hyde, chaps. 17-18, 19-22, 25. Documents to 
consult and bring to class: Roberts and Guelff, documents no. 5, 24-25. 
 
5. International Humanitarian Law (jus in bello) II: Treatment of Victims 
For international humanitarian law, a person’s relationship vis-à-vis hostilities 
affects his or her victimhood. In principle, the less one has to do with the 
business of fighting, the more one deserves to be spared from its harmful 
consequences and humanely treated. We will peruse internaitonal humanitarian 
law’s major protection regimes, including the wounded, sick, and shipwrecked; 
prisoners of war; civilians in detention, in occupied territory, and elsewhere; and 
persons who are particularly vulnerable. We will also discuss various entities that 
bear distinct protective duties and roles. 
Required readings: Kolb and Hyde, chaps. 24, 26-29. Documents to consult and 
bring to class: Roberts and Guelff, documents no. 17-20, 24. 
 
 
Breaches and Consequences 
 
6. Punishable Violations of International Humanitarian Law 
This session will introduce elementary notions of criminal law, such as the 
distinction between prohibition and criminalisation, and elements of crimes. We 
will then consider three major classes of international crimes, i.e., war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, and genocide. 
Required readings: Cassese (ICL), chaps. 4-8. Documents to consult and bring 
to class: Roberts and Guelff, document no. 15-16, 17-20, 24, 29, 32, 36. 
 
7. State and Individual Responsibility 
What happens, if at all, when states and individuals act in breach of international 
law? The absence of centralised law enforcement and compulsory jurisdiction 
makes international law a very special discipline. That is not to say, however, 
that there are no international rules, procedures, or institutional frameworks that 
set out the consequences of unlawful behaviour. In this session, we will acquaint 
ourselves with the substantive rules of state responsibility, as well as the rules 
and institutions of individual criminal responsibility. 
Required readings: Cassese (ICL), chaps. 9-13; Crawford, pp. 1-60. Documents 
to consult and bring to class: Evans, 461-512, 524-532. 
 

8. Institutions of International Justice 



International law establishes channels and processes through which one state 
which considers itself injured by another state’s illicit conduct is to seek redress 
vis-à-vis the other. Differences of opinion about the applicable law, the existence 
of a breach, the scope of reparations due, etc., are legal disputes. Participants 
identify various modes of peaceful dispute settlement, such as negotiation, good 
offices, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, and judicial settlement; different types 
of disputes for which they may be suitable; and compare their strengths and 
weaknesses. This session will also cover issues such as universal criminal 
jurisdiction, ad hoc and hybrid criminal tribunals, and the International Criminal 
Court. 
Required readings: Cassese (PIL), chap. 14; Cassese (ICL), chaps. 14-17. 

Others (if any)  
 

 


