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Global Civil Society 
 
Winter 2014 
Instructor: Motohide Saji 
msaji@iuj.ac.jp 
 
Course Description 
 
This course introduces students to the contested idea of global civil society (GCS) and 
examines related issues. Among topics to be discussed are: GCS and NGOs, 
nationalism, gender, democracy, and citizenship. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading 
 
Attendance to all sessions is required. Attendance is not a part of grading criteria. 
Absence is a minus, that is, disadvantageous, in terms of grading unless you have 
serious reasons such as family emergency, documented medical emergency, and 
religious reasons. You should let the instructor know the reason for your absence. 
 
Summary writing and active participation (worth 10%) 

In the first 10-15 minutes at the beginning of class each week (except Weeks 1 and 
10), you are required to write a short summary of the reading material of that week 
(the material should be closed when you are writing). Please bring a pencil and a 
sheet of paper with you. You are also required to participate actively in class 
discussion. In class I may randomly choose one or more students to pose 
discussion questions about the reading material. 

 
In-class presentation (worth 20%): 

Each week in the second session a student (or two, depending on how many 
students take this course) will give an about 30 minute in-class presentation. 
Discuss critically one of the following three: 1) civil society related issues 
(including, but not limited to, topics in class such as globalization and gender) in 
your country; 2) civil society related issues you are familiar with (e.g., if you have 
work experience in an NGO in different country); or 3) theoretical issues in the 
reading of the week when you are assigned a presentation. So that we can learn 
practical problems in different countries (1 and 2) or can have insightful discussion 
on the class reading (3). “Discuss critically” means: if you choose 1) or 2), you 
should not end up just describing civil society related issues and you should find 
problems and think about how to deal with them; if you choose 3), you should not 
summarize the reading but examine its argument, find problems and/or provide 
objections to it, and offer your view on these problems/objections.  
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You can use PowerPoint. I would encourage you to e-mail all of us an outline of 
your presentation by the morning of the Thursday when you give a presentation, so 
that we come to your presentation having read its outline. 

 
Term paper (70%):  

One 3000-word term paper on a topic of your choice, as long as your topic is about 
any aspect of global civil society, and as long as you refer to at least one reading of 
the class readings. Due at noon Tuesday March 18. You can, although you do not 
have to, consult me about your paper topic(s).  
The front page and bibliography are not included in word count. Please turn in 
your paper in electronic copy (Word e-mail attachment) to my email address 
(msaji@iuj.ac.jp). Plagiarism will be dealt with most harshly. 
You should make an argument in your paper. An argument is an attempt to 
convince someone of something. To make an argument, you state your claim, 
provide supporting evidence for your claim, explain how your evidence supports 
your claim, and give reasons for accepting your conclusion. Do not end up with a 
description or a summary, that is, do not end up in describing situations or 
summarizing some authors’ arguments.  
Your term paper will be evaluated in terms of accuracy, clarity, and logic. It does 
not matter whether your view/conclusion is the same as or different from mine. 
Accuracy: whether you correctly understand the arguments, concepts, etc. of the 
reading assignments.  
Clarity: whether you present your argument in a clear and lucid way.  
Logic: whether your claim, evidence, and conclusion are connected in your 
argument. 
Late work will be penalized half of a grade (from an A to an A-, from a B+ to a B, 
etc.) each day after the deadline. 

 
Readings (some are not required readings but on reserve in the library) 
 
Archibugi, Daniele. (2008) The Global Commonwealth of Citizens: Toward 

Cosmopolitan Democracy. Princeton University Press. 
Archibugi, Daniele. (eds.) (2003) Debating Cosmopolitics. Verso. 
Atack, Iain. (1999) “Four Criteria of Development NGO Legitimacy.” World 

Development 27, 5. 
Baker, Gideon and David Chandler (eds.) (2005) Global Civil Society: Contested 

Futures. Routledge. 
Brown, Chris. (2000) “Cosmopolitanism, World Citizenship, and Global Civil 

Society.” Contemporary Research in Social and Political Philosophy 3, 1. 
Chandler, David. (2003) “New Rights for Old? Cosmopolitan Citizenship and the 

Critique of State Sovereignty.” Political Studies 51, 2. 
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Cocharan, Molly. (2002) “A Democratic Critique of Cosmopolitan Democracy.” 
European Journal of International Relations 8, 4. 

Delanty, Gerald. (2000) Citizenship in a Global Age. Open University Press. 
Dower, Nigel (ed.) (2002) Global Citizenship: a Critical Reader. Routledge. 
Edwards, Michael and John Gaventa (eds.) (2001) Global Citizen Action. Lynne 

Rienner Publishers. 
Etzioni, Amitai. (2004) “The Capabilities and Limits of the Global Civil Society.” 

Millennium: Journal of International Studies 33, 2. 
Falk, Richard and Andrew Strauss. (2001) “Toward Global Parliament.” Foreign 

Affairs 80, 1. 
Franceschet, Antonio. (2000) “Popular Sovereignty or Cosmopolitan Democracy.” 

European Journal of International Relations 6, 2. 
Glasius, Marlies, Mary Kaldor, Helmut Anheier (eds.) Global Civil Society 2001-2006 

(Sage Publications) (Global Civil Society 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004 are 
available online. http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/yearbook.htm) 

Held, David and Mathias Koenig-Archibugi (eds.) (2005) Global Governance and 
Public Accountability. Blackwell. 

Kaldor, Mary. (2003) Global Civil Society: an Answer to War. Polity Press. 
Mylonaki, Emmanouela. (2002) “The manipulation of organized crime by terrorists.” 

International Criminal Law Review 2, 3.  
Pogge, Thomas. (2002) “Cosmopolitanism and Sovereignty” in his World Poverty and 

Human Rights. Polity. 
Rodman, Kenneth A. (1998) “Think Globally, Punish Locally: Non-state Actors, 

Multinational Corporations, and Human Rights Sanctions,” Ethics and 
International Affairs 12. 

Simmons, P. J. (1998) “Learning to Live with NGOs.” Foreign Policy 112. 
Steger, Manfred B. (2003) Globalization. Oxford University Press. 
Thaa, Winfried. (2001) “Lean Citizenship: the Fading Away of the Political in 

Transnational Democracy.” European Journal of International Relations 7, 4. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Please access “my folder” articles in my folder (My IUJ, IR materials, Saji folder, 
Global Civil Society 2013 folder, week number folder). Some week folders contain 
readings that are not listed below and thus are non-required readings. You can read 
them if interested. I will hand out other readings in class a week in advance.  
 
Week 1: Introduction 

 
Week 2: Globalization 

Steger (2003), pp. 1-13, 37-135. 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/yearbook.htm
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Week 3: Global civil society 

Kaldor (2003), pp. 1-14; Global Civil Society 2003, Chap. 1 (my folder); Etzioni 
(2004) (my folder). 
 

Week 4: Global civil society and NGOs 
Atack (1999) (my folder); Kaldor (2003), pp. 78-108; Simmons (1998) (my 
folder) 

 
Week 5: Global civil society and multinational corporations 

Global Civil Society 2002, Chap. 4 (my folder); Held and Koenig-Archibugi, 
Global Governance and Public Accountability (2005), pp. 110-35 (Mathias 
Koenig-Archibugi, “Transnational Corporations and Public Accountability”)  

 
Week 6: Global civil society and some issues 1 

Global Civil Society, 2005/6, Introduction (on the world risk society) and Chap. 1 
(gender and civil society) 

 
Week 7: Global society and some issues 2 

Global Civil Society 2003, Chap. 7 (on religious and nationalist militant groups) 
(my folder); Global Civil Society 2005/6, Chap. 4 (on migration). 
 

Week 8: Global civil society and democracy 
Archibugi, The Global Commonwealth of Citizens (2008), pp. 85-149 (“The 
Architecture of Cosmopolitan Democracy” and “Critical Debate on Cosmopolitan 
Democracy”), 206-225 (“Can Democracy be Exported?”); Falk and Strauss 
(2001) (my folder) 
 

Week 9: Global civil society and citizenship 
Delanty, Citizenship in a Global Age (2000), pp.94-106, 125-36 (“The 
transformation of the nation state: nationalism, the city, migration and 
multiculturalism” and “The reconfiguration of citizenship: post-national 
governance in the multi-leveled polity.”) and Dower (ed.) Global Citizenship: a 
Critical Reader (2002), pp. 30-40, 71-91, 231-43 (Nigel Dower, “Global 
Citizenship: Yes or No?”; Andreas Follesdal, “Citizenship: European and 
Global”; David Miller, “The Left, the Nation-State and European Citizenship”; 
and Valeria Ottonelli, “Immigration: What does Global Justice Require?”) 

 
Week 10: Concluding session 
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