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Course Introduction 

  
  Law plays an indispensable, if not necessarily central, role in society. Not 
only does law curb the harmful behaviour of its addressees; it also promotes and 
facilitates interactions between them. In addition, law provides for the 
promotion and protection of basic social values. Indeed, any socially 
responsible conduct involves a degree of familiarity with the law applicable to it. 

The same is increasingly true in today's international society. Modern 
international law concerns itself with a broad spectrum of matters between, across 
and even within states. For both scholars and practitioners of international affairs, 
general proficiency in international law is now a prerequisite. 

Designed for lawyers and non-lawyers alike, this course will engage 
participants in a critical reflection upon international law's relevance in our 
contemporary life. Those specialising in politics, diplomacy, international civil 
service, peace and security, human rights and environmental protection would 
strengthen their understanding of the normative environment surrounding their 
respective disciplines. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Law plays an indispensable, if not necessarily central, role in society. Not only does law curb 

the harmful behaviour of its addressees; it also promotes and facilitates interactions between them. 
In addition, law provides for the promotion and protection of basic social values. Indeed, any 
socially responsible conduct involves a degree of familiarity with the law applicable to it. 

The same is increasingly true in today's international society. Modern international law 
concerns itself with a broad spectrum of matters between, across and even within states. For both 
scholars and practitioners of international affairs, general proficiency in international law is now a 
prerequisite. 

Designed for lawyers and non-lawyers alike, this course will engage participants in a critical 
reflection upon international law's relevance in our contemporary life. Those specialising in politics, 
diplomacy, international civil service, peace and security, human rights and environmental 
protection would strengthen their understanding of the normative environment surrounding their 
respective disciplines. 
 
 

OUTLINE OF THE COURSE 
 

This is an introductory course on public international law. It aims to equip post-graduate 
students of international relations with the essential knowledge of the law. They examine the 
possibilities and limitations of public international law as an instrument through which the world 
community seeks to regulate its activities. Our focus will always be on the broader context within 
which the law operates, rather than the details of its technicalities. 

This course begins with a reflection on the role that law plays in society in general. Is law 
distinct and, if so, in what way is it distinct, from public morals, social conventions and other bodies 
of rules which shape our behaviour? Can the same be said of public international law? 

Participants are then introduced to the techniques of norm-creation in international law. They 
also consider the status of various actors—e.g., states, international and non-governmental 
organisations, insurgents and individuals—to whom the law addresses itself. The way in which 
norms are created and applied to the relevant actors in practice forms the subject of detailed 
examination. The four issue areas of substantive import selected for this purpose are (a) recourse to 
force, (b) terrorism, (c) human rights and humanitarian law, and (d) the environment. 

International law provides for consequences to which non-compliance with its rules gives rise. 
There are also various rules and mechanisms for resolving allegations of non-compliance. 
Participants acquaint themselves with these arrangements and assess their strengths and 
weaknesses. The course concludes with an analysis of the process through which the International 
Court of Justice, the most important institution for the application of international law, adjudicated a 
dispute that arose between Hungary and Slovakia and featured matters such as the law of treaties, 
state succession, environmental protection, sustainable development and state responsibility. 

This course is instructed through lectures, discussions, assigned readings, case studies and, 
where appropriate, audio-visual materials. 
 
 

LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

This course endeavours to help each participant accomplish, inter alia, the following learning 
objectives: 
 

1. Develop skills in critical, logical and structured reasoning generally and within the 
context of public international law in particular; 



2. Understand social phenomena and their regulation from a legal perspective; 
3. Appreciate the interplay between legal rules and underlying social values; and 
4. Become familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of law generally and public 

international law in particular as an instrument of social organisation and control. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Each participant will be assessed on the basis of his or her regular attendance and active 
participation (40%), the quality of answers to quizzes on assigned readings (10%) and the quality of 
one mid-term examination (20%) as well as one final examination or one research paper (30%). 

 
a) Regular attendance and active participation (40%) 
Each participant will be expected to demonstrate his or her preparation and understanding of 

the course material by contributing effectively to in-class discussions. For every session, each 
participant will earn a maximum of 4 points (effective contribution to discussions) and a minimum 
of 0 point (absent without leave). 

 
b) Quizzes (10%) 
There will be six short unannounced quizzes on required readings (but not on supplementary 

readings or documents). For a given quiz that each participant takes, he or she will earn a maximum 
of 2 points. Of the quizzes that each participant takes, only his or her best five will be taken into 
account.   

 
c) Mid-term examination (20%) 
The mid-term examination will consist of one take-home paper in which each participant shall 

choose and answer three from a total of five questions prepared by the instructor. Each question will 
correspond to one topic covered up to the fifth session in the course. The instructor will distribute 
the questions at the end of the fifth session. All answers will be due in one week thereafter. Each 
participant will earn a maximum of 10 points per answer. Only the two best answers for each 
participant will be taken into consideration.  

 
d) Final examination or research paper (30%) 
Each student shall take one take-home final examination or, if he or she so prefers, write one 

5,000- to 6,000-word research paper. 
The format used for the mid-term examination will apply mutatis mutandis to the final 

examination. The choice for each participant will be four out of the six questions drawn from the 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth sessions, respectively, and evaluation will be based on his or 
her three best answers. The instructor will distribute the questions at the end of the final session; the 
answers will be due in one week thereafter. 

In the event that a student wishes to write a research paper in lieu of a take-home final 
examination, he or she shall have the topic discussed with the instructor as early as possible and a 
draft table of contents approved by him no later than the end of the fifth session. All research papers 
will be due on the same day as the take-home final examination answers. 

 
Upon successful completion of the course, each participant will earn two credits. 



TOPICS COVERED 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 I. Law and society 
 
 
Part One:  Fundamentals 
 
 II. Norm-creation in international law 
 III. Subjects of international law 
 
 
Part Two:  Selected Substantive Issues 
 
 IV. Recourse to force 
 V. Terrorism 
 VI. Human rights and humanitarian law1 
 VII. The environment 
 
 
Part Three:  Breaches and Consequences 
 
 VIII. State and individual responsibility 
 IX. Peaceful settlement of disputes 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 X. International law in action 
 

                                                 
1 Torturing Democracy, a 90-minute National Security Archive/Washington Media Associates documentary on the 
treatment of detainees at Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib and other US-administered or affiliated locations, may be viewed. 



COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Sess. Day Topic Note 
I Thursday, 05 April Law and society  
II Monday, 09 April Norm-creation in international law  
III Thursday, 12 April Subjects of international law  
IV Monday, 16 April Recourse to force  

V Thursday, 19 April Terrorism 

Take-home mid-term exam 
questions distributed/draft 
tables of contents for re- 
search papers approved 

No 
class 

Thursday, 26 April  
Take-home mid-term exam 
answers due 

VI Thursday, 24 May Human rights and humanitarian law  
VII Monday, 28 May The environment  
VIII Thursday, 31 May State and individual responsibility  
IX Monday, 04 June Peaceful settlement of disputes  

X Thursday, 07 June International law in action 
Take-home final exam 
questions distributed 

No 
class 

Thursday, 14 June  
Take-home final exam 
answers/research papers 
due 

 



READING LIST 
 
 

Books Required for Each Participant 
 
• Antonio Cassese, International Law, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2005. 
• Malcolm D. Evans (ed.), Blackstone's International Law Documents, 9th ed., Oxford 

University Press, 2009. 
• Adam Roberts and Richard Guelff (eds.), Documents on the Laws of War, 3rd ed., Oxford 

University Press, 2000. 
 
 

Books Placed on Reserve at the Library 
 
• International Court of Justice, Case Concerning the Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros Project 

(Hungary/Slovakia), 1997.2 
• Supreme Court of the United States, 548 U.S. Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Petitioner v. Donald H. 

Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, et al. (2006).3 
 
• Patricia Birnie, Alan Boyle and Catherine Redgwell, International Law & the Environment, 

3rd ed., Oxford University Press, 2009. 
• John Collier and Vaughan Lowe, The Settlement of Disputes in International Law: Institutions 

and Procedures, Oxford University Press, 2000. 
• James Crawford, The International Law Commission's Articles on State Responsibility: 

Introduction, Text and Commentaries, Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
• Knut Dörmann, "The legal situation of 'unlawful/unprivileged combatants'," in International 

Review of the Red Cross, no. 845, 2003, p. 45 et seq. 
• Helen Duffy, The "War on Terror" and the Framework of International Law, Cambridge 

University Press, 2005. 
• Shirley V. Scott, International Law in World Politics: An Introduction, Lynne Rienner 

Publishers, 2004. 
 
 

                                                 
2 This document may be obtained at: http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/92/7375.pdf. 
3 This document may be obtained at: http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/05pdf/05-184.pdf. 



ASSIGNED READINGS AND DOCUMENTS 
 
 
Law and society 
• Required readings: Cassese, chap. 1. 
• Supplementary readings: Scott, chaps. 1, 5-6. 
 
Norm-creation in international law 
• Required readings: Cassese, chaps. 8-9, 11. 
• Supplementary readings: Scott, chaps. 7-8. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 30-38; id., pp. 136-152. 
 
Subjects of international law 
• Required readings: Cassese, chaps. 4, 7. 
• Supplementary readings: Scott, chaps. 2-4. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, p. 8; id., pp. 184-197. 
 
Recourse to force 
• Required readings: Cassese, chaps. 17-18. 
• Supplementary readings: TBA. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 9-26; id., pp. 182-183. 
 
Terrorism 
• Required readings: Cassese, chap. 22; Duffy, chap. 2. 
• Supplementary readings: TBA. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 463-469; id., pp. 545-553; id., pp. 599-

608; id., pp. 609-617. 
 
Human rights and humanitarian law 
• Required readings: Cassese, chaps. 19-20. 
• Supplementary readings: Dörmann; Supreme Court of the United States, Scott, chaps. 10-11. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 42-44; id., pp. 110-115; id., pp. 116-127; 

Roberts and Guelff, documents no. 17, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25. 
 
The environment 
• Required readings: Birnie, Boyle and Redgwell, chap. 3. 
• Supplementary readings: Scott, chap. 12. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 367-370; pp. 389-392. 
 
State and individual responsibility 
• Required readings: Cassese, chaps. 13, 21. 
• Supplementary readings: Crawford, pp. 1-60. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 470-518; id., pp. 576-583. 
 
Peaceful settlement of disputes 
• Required readings: Cassese, chap. 14; Collier and Lowe, chaps. 1-2. 
• Supplementary readings: TBA. 
• Documents to consult and bring to class: Evans, pp. 9-26; id., pp. 30-38. 
 
International law in action 
• Required readings: International Court of Justice. 
• Supplementary readings: Scott, chap. 13. 
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